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Call for Papers  
 
The ideals of citizenship encourage us all to desire a stake in the future – whether trying to shape 
our own lives, those of our families, the places we live, or wider society. But what is this entity 
that we name ‘future’? Senses of time vary across and within human societies, and disciplines 
from philosophy to natural science present equally differing conceptions of it. By pluralising 
‘futures’, we want to explore the diversity of ways in which ‘future’ can be performed by people 
and communities. And by invoking ‘temporalities’, we want to reflect on how the qualities of time 
– endurance, succession, speed, rhythm, for example – interact with imaginings and perceptions 
of what is to come. Perhaps, by better understanding the temporal qualities of society, culture 
and environments, we could create social change at a scale and pace that connects communities 
with their futures, rather than disenfranchises them. Lastly, we invoke Utopias, in recognition of 
the fact that questions of future possibility are not simply technical, but involve hope, dreams, 
desires and aspirations, all of which may act as stimulus or disincentives for social change.  
 
Key questions include: 
 
How have different societies thought about ‘the future’? What role have different conceptions of 
the future played in confronting the problems of the present or reflecting on those of the past? 
What role do ideas of the future play in creating and connecting communities? How do narratives 
across past, present and future cohere? How do societies and communities use and construct 
utopias and other forms of anticipation to build agency and capacity for change? What impedes 
or enables these processes? 
 
This two-day interdisciplinary symposium aims to bring together researchers, Civil Society 
Organisations, NGOs and other groups with academics. We expect it to bring together those who 
are concerned with questions of social and environmental change, humanitarian challenges, and 
community empowerment and participation, as well as with the role of philosophy, art, history, 
theory, social science and cultural studies in exploring questions of hope, temporality and the 
future.  
 
Aspirations for the event 
 
The aim of the event is to bring together the researchers and social actors working across Arts, 
Humanities, Social Sciences and Social Practice to imagine, intervene and shape the future. The 
event will be curated to foster new conversations and the development of productive new areas 
for research and social action. We expect the event to lead into opportunities for collaboration, 
writing and research leading up to the 2016 500 year anniversary of the publication of More’s 
Utopia.  
 
 
Proposed Themes  
 
The symposium will accept papers on a wide variety of themes related to the overarching focus 
of the event. To provoke conversations and stimulate collaborations, we propose a number of 
topics that might be generative. Submissions should explain how they relate to the idea of 
Utopias, temporalities and futures: critical  considerations for social change. 
 

 Materialising futures through creative practice – how could artists, architects and 
designers hope communities better imagine and create futures?  

Sian
Note
I am inspired by this title, but please see my email re the concept of 'utopia' and clarifying its use and relevance at the start of the CfP

Sian
Note
Please see email re the concept of Utopias. I personally think it is quite a dangerous concept, in that utopian visions have been used throughout history to displace and disenfranchise people. I would bring the concept of utopia to the start of the CfP, since it is the first term in the call - making it clear that this concept is being revisited now in recognition of the anniversary of More's Utopia. I would also add a v clear statement to the effect that depending on positionality and power in society, utopian visions for some can be very can be very dystopian indeed for others (as noted in the list of topics below). I.e. This framing paragraph could perhaps make a bit more of an acknowledgement that Utopias are not apolitical, and are also the productive sites of antagonism and struggle - circumstances which might constitute relevant foci for research..

Sian
Note
I like these exploratory questions. Perhaps add something here regarding methodology - eg how, specifically and methodologically can the humanities and social sciences (?) respond to these questions, and thus contribute beyond-academia to the constitution of sustainable futures..?
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Note
why capitalised?

Sian
Note
As noted above, I would draw attention to this anniversary right at the start of the CfP so as to make it clear that this is a grounding reason here for invoking the concept of 'utopia'.



 Heritage, Stewardship & Trusteeship  - what is the role of history in shaping and caring 
for the future?  

 Utopias & dystopias 
 Conflict, trauma & recovery 
 ‘critical temporalities’  i.e. reimagining time as part of reimagining social life 
 Time’s role in social inclusion/exclusion 
 Anticipation, abundance and anxiety - when is anticipation healthy and expansive, and 

when does it become pathological?  
 Intergenerational responsibility, justice and ethics 
 Historical legacies 
 Imagination & agency –  how are imaginative conceptions of time and change related to 

the capacity to act in and on the world?  
 Novelty & contingency  - what are the possibilities for and how does one live with the 

possibility of radical uncertainty and the emergence of the new?  

 
Possible Formats 
 

 Theories to think with sessions – presentation 45 mins, plus 45 mins round table 
discussions on the topics raised.  (Invitation Only – Need 2-3 names ) 

 Utopias in action workshops – CSO/academic partnership workshops exploring how 
‘using futures’ or thinking differently about temporality might be mobilised to effect 
positive change in the present 

 Papers:  30 minutes + 30 minute discussion  
 Roundtables: Cross disciplinary and cross-sectoral conversations  
 Pecha Kucha sessions: (Posters) – 20 slides in 2 minutes 

 
Who can participate?  
 
This event is open to any researchers and community collaborators who have been funded 
through the Connected Communities or Care for the Future Themes. The event will be free to 
participants.  
 
Bursaries covering travel and accommodation are available for up to 50 people to attend the 
symposium. Those requesting a bursary should identify the reasons for needing this upon 
submission of abstract.  
 
Peer review process 
 
There will be a light touch peer review process that aims to ensure that proposals all address the 
core theme of the symposium. The purpose of peer review will also be to identify productive 
connections and disruptive thinking to encourage conversation and dialogue at the symposium. 
Applications from early career researchers and from those seeking to create interdisciplinary 
and cross-sectoral connections are particularly welcome.  
 
Conference Committee 
 
Keri Facer (Chair) Andrew Thompson (Co-chair)  
Michelle Bastian, Johan Siebers, Jo Vergunst, Steve Pool, Joe Smith, Sian Sullivan, Richard Haynes, 
David Zeitlyn 
 
 
  

Sian
Note
I like this phrasing and framing!



------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Budget and Organisational Issues 
 
Budgets 
 
The event will be funded from Keri Facer’s AHRC Leadership Fellowship budget for the 
Connected Communities Programme.  
 
Venue Hire and Day Delegate rates for 100 people = approx £9000 
 
Bursaries for up to 50 people will be offered to cover travel and accommodation.  
50 people x accommodation @ £100 x 2nights = £10,000k  
50 people x travel @ £120 = £6000 
 
2 x keynotes @ £2000 – flights and accommodation = £4000 
 
Documenting the event – visual scribes - £2k  
Travel costs covered for CSOs x 15 - £2k 
 
NB – a charge of £400 to cover accommodation and costs incurred will be levied on anyone 
cancelling after acceptance of papers.  
 

 
 
 

Sian
Note
When I first read this I felt a little provoked. I have not come across this sort of charge for this kind of event before. It seems like quite a heavy penalty to apply in advance of knowing why someone might have to cancel their attendance. From the budget breakdown it appears as though the outgoings for each person prior to the event itself will be £200 for accommodation. So on this basis alone a £200 levy seems steep, especially for early career academics. Would it perhaps be better to have a waitlist of people who might be brought in the event that someone has to pull-out - perhaps up to a cut-off debate before the event, after which a levy might be imposed.


